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Services in the Holsworthy Benefice - All Welcome

Bridgerule Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancra-
sweek Pyworthy

Epiphany 3
23t
h 

Jan
11am Ecumenical All 

Age Eucharist 11am Morning Prayer 9.30am All Age 
Eucharist 9.30 Said Eucharist

Presentation of 
Christ - Candlemas

30t
h 

Jan
10am Benefice Sung 

Eucharist

4th Sunday 
before Lent

6th 
Feb 11am Morning Prayer 3pm BCP Evening 

Prayer 11am Sung Eucharist                                                  9.30am All Age Service

3rd Sunday 
before Lent

13t
h 

Feb
11am Eucharist 11am All Age Eucharist 9.30am Sung Euchar-

ist

2nd Sunday 
before Lent

20t
h 

Feb

11am Joint Service at 
Methodist Chapel

9.30am BCP Holy 
Communion 11am Sung Eucharist                                                  9.30 Morning Prayer

3.30pm CREATIVE CHURCH for All Ages, St Peter and St Paul’s church

Dates for your Diary

24th - 28th 
Jan Mother Elizabeth away on training Windsor Castle

Thur 10th Feb 7pm Holsworthy PCC meeting Rectory / Zoom

Tue 15th Feb 7.30p
m Pyworthy PCC Zoom

Weekly via Zoom - All Welcome

Fridays 12 Noon Midday Prayers  - pop 
in when you can

Zoom details;  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276? 
To join by phone: 0131 460 1196    ID  826 3346 0276  Password:  benefice
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Text for the Week - Corinthians 12:12 
Just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the 
body, though many are one body, so it 

is with Christ.

IT IS CURRENTLY 
MANDATORY TO WEAR 

MASKS IN  
PLACES OF WORSHIP

LENT	COURSE	

There	is	plans	to	run	a	
Mission	Community	Lent	
course	this	year	possibly	
ecumenical	if	other	

churches	are	interested.			

http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal
mailto:elizabethmaburke@icloud.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
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25th January:  St Paul, the first Chris6an intellectual 

This month, on 25th January, the Church celebrates probably the most famous conversion of all. At 
least, what happened to a young man called Saul on the road to Damascus has become a byword 
for all instant conversions - what is known as a !damascene"#moment. Saul was a devout Jew, a 
Pharisee, a student of Gamaliel and a fierce criFc of the followers of Jesus, then a very new sect on 
the religious scene.  

On his way to Damascus to start a purge of ChrisFans in that city, he was blinded by a bright light 
and heard a voice saying, !Saul, Saul, why are you persecuFng me?"#He asked the idenFty of the 
voice, and was told: !Jesus, whom you are persecuFng". Stunned by the experience, he followed fur-
ther instrucFons which led him to a ChrisFan man in Damascus, who prayed with him. As he did, 
Saul"s sight was restored. 

The experience convinced Paul that Jesus - crucified in Jerusalem four or five years earlier - was in 
fact the Messiah and had risen from the dead. AMer a period of instrucFon, Saul was bapFsed and 
took the name Paul. At first, some ChrisFans were wary about the reality of his conversion, but over 
a period of Fme he was accepted and indeed eventually recognised as an "apostle", a !special mes-
senger"#of Jesus Christ. 

His intellectual stature and leadership giMs quickly marked him out, and within a few years he be-
came a leading figure in the emerging ChrisFan Church, preaching and founding churches all over 
the Middle East, largely of GenFle converts. He was eventually martyred in Rome, probably in 
65AD. 

Paul was the first intellectual of the ChrisFan Church, the man who was able to set the events of the 
life and teaching of Jesus, and especially His death and resurrecFon, into a coherent theology, with 
its roots very clearly in the Jewish faith of his own upbringing.  

Many people think of Paul as a rather negaFve, narrow misogynist, but even a quick reading of his 
leRers actually reveals a person of great warmth, who evoked enormous affecFon and devoFon 
from others. !You would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me!"#he writes to the Chris-
Fans at GalaFa. As for the charge hat Paul disliked women, even a quick read of his leRers will re-
veal how large a role women played in his churches. In terms of the first century, St Paul was a dan-
gerous liberal!  So, all in all, the amazing Paul of Tarsus deserves a bit of celebraFng on 25th January. 
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