
19th Sept 2021 - Trinity 16 
Holsworthy Benefice 

Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek 
Administrator: Libbi York - admin@holsworthybenefice.org.uk 

Rector: Mother Elizabeth Burke 
        Tel: 01409 255490,  Mob: 07990978485,  Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.com 

Webpage: www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk                     Facebook Page: Holsworthy Benefice

Weekly via Zoom - All Welcome

Fridays 12 Noon Midday Prayers  - pop 
in when you can

Zoom details;  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276? 
To join by phone: 0131 460 1196    ID  826 3346 0276  Password:  benefice

Services in the Holsworthy Benefice - All Welcome
Bridgerule Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancrasweek Pyworthy

Trinity 16 19th Sept 11am Morning Prayer 9.30am Holy 
Communion 11am Sung Eucharist 9.30am Morning Prayer

19th September - Creative Church 3.30 pm at St Peter and St Pauls Church, Holsworthy

Trinity 17 26th Sept 11am All Age 
Eucharist 11am Morning Prayer 9.30 All Age Eucharist 9.30am Harvest 

Eucharist
Harvest 1st October 7pm Harvest Festival

Trinity 18 3rd October 11am Harvest at 
Methodist Chapel

3pm BCP Evening 
Prayer 11am Sung Eucharist 9.30 Pets and all 

Creatures Service

Trinity 19 10th Oct 11am Harvest 
Eucharist 11am All Age Eucharist 9.30am Sung Eucharist

Text for the Week  Mark 9. 35b 
‘Whoever wants to be first must be 

last of all and servant of all.’ 

HARVEST SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
26th September 9.30am Pyworthy 
1st October (Fri) 7pm Pancrasweek 
10th October 11am Bridgerule 
17th October 11am Holsworthy

Dates for your Diary

19th Sep 3.30pm Creative Church - All Welcome.  Do bring people along - 
friends, grandchildren, others! St Peter and St Paul’s Church

2nd Oct 10am - 1pm Holsworthy Churchyard Tidy Up. St Peter and St Paul’s Church
2nd Oct Pyworthy Church Coffee Morning Janet Grant’s house
3rd Oct 9.30am Pets and all Creatures blessing and service Pyworthy Parish Church
6th Oct 6pm Holsworthy PCC Zoom/Rectory

28th Oct
7pm Concert - St Martins in the Field Professional Choir. Link to 
book; https://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/whatson-event/st-
martins-voices-in-concert-st-peter-and-st-paul-parish-church/ or 
tickets from Libbi York (Administrator)

St Peter and St Paul’s Church

31st Oct 3pm All Souls Service, memorial service to remember our loved ones Pyworthy Parish Church

CREATIVE  
CHURCH 

FOR THE 
WHOLE 

BENEFICE 
This Sunday 19th Sept 

This is your 
opportunity to 

encourage people to 
come and be part of 

the Church. 
 It’s down to everyone 

to get involved.   
Come along. 

Bring someone along. 
Bake for it. 

Pray for it and for 
people to come. 

Community Fridge Holsworthy 
Helping people to have access to 

healthy fresh food. 
To make this possible volunteers are needed.  
Would you like to help with this?  If yes contact 
Mthr Elizabeth. More details can be found here; 
www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge

Please keep in your prayers 
For the congregations of the Benefice and Deanery to 

support Creative Church 
For the planning and day to go well 

For people to invite people, bring people on the day 
And for people to come

Mother Elizabeth on leave 
20th-30th September

Thank you to all who made a 
donation on St Bridget’s Gift Day

http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/whatson-event/st-martins-voices-in-concert-st-peter-and-st-paul-parish-church/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
http://www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge


	

Webpage: www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk                     Facebook Page: Holsworthy Benefice

http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal


God in the Arts – September 2021 

Editor:  The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on 
God in the Arts with ‘A Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish. 
You can see a copy of the illustration at:  http://
www.uh.edu/engines/epi1900.htm

‘How wonderful creation is’

There is a story that someone asked a Father of the early 
church, Tertullian, to prove the existence of God.  

He replied by showing the person a rose. But Tertullian 
took a risk, for while many appreciate the beauty and 
wonder of a rose, it is not everyone who sees that beauty 
pointing to God as its creator. 

In one of his hymns, Fr Faber wrote: ‘How wonderful 
creation is, The work which thou didst bless, And O! what 
then must Thou be like – Eternal loveliness.’ A rose can 
speak of beauty and speak of God to some; to others a 
rose is just another flower in the garden. William Blake 
wrote, ‘The tree which moves some to tears of joy is in the 
eyes of others only a green thing which stands in the way.’ 
We know that only too well when forests are cut down in 
the name of progress, and trees that have stood for 
centuries are hewn down in a moment.

This month’s work of art is ‘A Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield 
Parrish: it shows a man standing in a forest of venerable 
and imposing trees, and the hills stretching out behind him. 
Maxfield Parrish was an American artist, who created 
paintings of brilliant colour and luminosity. The particular 
cobalt he used was known as ‘Parrish blue.’ Much of his work was for illustrations in books and magazines and in 
advertising. But here is an early drawing of 1897, based in a New England forest, that has a haunting quality about 
it. He drew it to accompany a poem of Marian Warner Wildman where the writer goes into the forest to escape the 
doubts and worries of the world and to find release and peace. It ends with the lines:
‘I love thee with a beauty-broken heart , And worship thee, be whatever thou art.’

The drawing may evoke for us memories of forests and countryside we have explored, with trees towering above 
us, reaching to the sky, their leaves rustling in the wind and letting shafts of sunlight through. Like the artist, we 
may have wondered at their age and beauty and pondered the mystery of creation around us. In their beauty we 
can glimpse their Creator; in the miracle of their life, we can see the bringer of life and eternal life. For scripture 
begins with trees: the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil with the story of how human pride 
exchanges paradise for hard work and toil. 

But the final pages of the Bible describe that tree of life once again: this time arching over the river that runs 
through the heavenly city with leaves that bring healing and restoration. And bridging that tree of Genesis and the 
tree of Revelation is the wood of the cross: ‘None in foliage, none in blossom, none in fruit thy peer may be.’ In that 
tree we can truly glory.

Autumn will soon be with us, and the magnificence of the trees around will fade as their leaves fall and are swept 
away. After the death of winter, spring will come and bring the miracle of new life to their roots and branches, and 
once again we can behold their glory, like the traveller in the forest of Maxfield Parrish’s drawing – trees that 
remind us of ‘the one and only noble tree’: the Cross that is the sign of salvation for all seasons and all lives.
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Sunday

Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary  is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997, 
which includes The Common Worship Lectionary  (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Common Lectionary, published as the Principal Service 
Lectionary) and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.  
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton 
Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk  Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk

redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s

19 September 2021 Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

COLLECT
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear 

the prayers of your people who call  
  upon you;

and grant that they may both perceive 
and know 

what things they ought to do,
and also may have grace and power 

faithfully to fulfil them;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING
Either Wisdom of Solomon  
1:16 – 2:1. 12-22
A reading from the book of Wisdom.

The ungodly by their words and deeds 
summoned death; considering him a 
friend, they pined away and made a 
covenant with him, because they are fit to 
belong to his company. For they reasoned 
unsoundly, saying to themselves, “Short 
and sorrowful is our life, and there is no 
remedy when a life comes to its end, and 
no one has been known to return from 
Hades. Let us lie in wait for the righteous 
man, because he is inconvenient to us and 
opposes our actions; he reproaches us 
for sins against the law, and accuses us of 
sins against our training. He professes to 
have knowledge of God, and calls himself 
a child of the Lord. He became to us a 
reproof of our thoughts; the very sight of 
him is a burden to us, because his manner 
of life is unlike that of others, and his ways 
are strange. We are considered by him as 
something base, and he avoids our ways 
as unclean; he calls the last end of the 
righteous happy, and boasts that God is 
his father. Let us see if his words are true, 
and let us test what will happen at the end 
of his life; for if the righteous man is God’s 
child, he will help him, and will deliver him 
from the hand of his adversaries. Let us 
test him with insult and torture, so that we 
may find out how gentle he is, and make 
trial of his forbearance. Let us condemn 
him to a shameful death, for, according to 
what he says, he will be protected.” Thus 
they reasoned, but they were led astray, 
for their wickedness blinded them, and 
they did not know the secret purposes  
of God, nor hoped for the wages of 
holiness, nor discerned the prize for 
blameless souls.

Or Jeremiah 11:18-20
A reading from the book of the prophet 
Jeremiah.

It was the LORD who made it known to  
me, and I knew; then you showed me their  
evil deeds. But I was like a gentle lamb 
led to the slaughter. And I did not know  
it was against me that they devised 
schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree 
with its fruit, let us cut him off from the 
land of the living, so that his name will 
no longer be remembered!” But you, O 
LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 
who try the heart and the mind, let me 
see your retribution upon them, for to you 
I have committed my cause.

PSALM Psalm 54
R  Behold, God is my helper.

Save me, O God, by your name 
and vindicate me by your power.
Hear my prayer, O God; 
give heed to the words of my mouth.
For strangers have risen up against me,
and the ruthless seek after my life; 
they have not set God before them. R

Behold, God is my helper; 
it is the Lord who upholds my life. 
May evil rebound on those who lie in wait 

for me;
destroy them in your faithfulness. R

An offering of a free heart will I give you 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is 

gracious.
For he has delivered me out of all my 

trouble, 
and my eye has seen the downfall of my 

enemies. R

SECOND READING
James 3:13 – 4:3. 7-8a
A reading from the letter of James.

Who is wise and understanding among 
you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of 
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
be boastful and false to the truth. Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, 
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For 
where there is envy and selfish ambition, 
there will also be disorder and wickedness 
of every kind. But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness 
is sown in peace for those who make 
peace. Those conflicts and disputes 
among you, where do they come from? 
Do they not come from your cravings 
that are at war within you? You want 
something and do not have it; so you 
commit murder. And you covet something 
and cannot obtain it; so you engage in 
disputes and conflicts. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
in order to spend what you get on your 
pleasures. Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you.

GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark.

After leaving the mountain Jesus and 
his disciples went on from there and 
passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; for he was teaching 
his disciples, saying to them, “The Son 
of Man is to be betrayed into human 
hands, and they will kill him, and three 
days after being killed, he will rise again.” 
But they did not understand what he was 
saying and were afraid to ask him. Then 
they came to Capernaum; and when he 
was in the house he asked them, “What 
were you arguing about on the way?” But 
they were silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another who was the 
greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, 
and said to them, “Whoever wants to 
be first must be last of all and servant of 
all.” Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he 
said to them, “Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 
but the one who sent me.”

POST COMMUNION
Almighty God, 
you have taught us through your Son
that love is the fulfilling of the law:
grant that we may love you with our 

whole heart
and our neighbours as ourselves;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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My name is

Jesus, I want to be like you. 
Help me to be happy by serving 
other people, just like you did. 
Amen.

Jesus’ friends are arguing 
about who is the most 
important. Jesus explains that 
if they want to be important, 
they must put other people first. 
Following Jesus means helping 
and serving others. When we 
do, we will be happy and full of 
Jesus’ love.

Sunday 19 September 2021
Mark 9:30-37
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

WHO IS JESUS?
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Welcome mat

Jesus shows us love

Jesus travelled 
through Galiliee 
to Capernaum. 
Can you help 
him find his 
way to the 
house there?

Design a doormat to show 
everyone that they are welcome 

in your home.

Unscramble the letters to see 
who else you welcome when you 
welcome someone to your home.

Maze

S S U J E  _  _  _  _  _

Jesus shows 
us how to love. 
He shows us 
how to put 
other people 
first. When we 
put others first 
we are being 
like Jesus. Here 
is a rosette for 
the winner of 
a first prize. 
Colour it red.

How do you think you could win 
this rosette? Draw a picture to 
show how you are going to help 
someone today. You could draw 
Jesus giving you the rosette.
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