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Text for the Week -Psalm 66:1 
Be joyful in God, all the earth; sing the 
glory of his name; sing the glory of his 

praise.

Services in Holsworthy Benefice - All Welcome
Bridgerule Hollacombe Holsworthy Pancrasweek Pyworthy

3rd July
11am Morning Prayer 3pm BCP Evensong 11am Sung Eucharist 9.30am Morning Prayer

6pm St Peter's Fair  
Civic service

10th July 11am Sung Eucharist 11am All Age Service with 
Holy Baptism 9.30am All Age Service

17th July
11am Joint Service at 

Methodist Chapel
9.30am BCP Holy 

Communion 11am Sung Eucharist 9.30am Morning Prayer

3pm CREATIVE CHURCH for All Ages, St Peter and St Paul’s church

24th July 11am Ecumenical  Eucharist 
All Age Eucharist

11am Morning Prayer 9.30am All Age 
Eucharist

9.30 Sung Eucharist

31st July 10am Benefice Service at  Hollacombe

Dates for your diaries

3rd July 6pm St Peter's Fair Civic service St Peter & St Paul’s A fun relaxed service to start St Peter’s 
fair week off - all welcome

5th July 1.30pm Launch of the Arts Society 
children’s Church trail

St Peter & St Paul’s All welcome - RSVP to the Rector. Help 
needed with the refreshments

6th July 12 noon Pretty Maid Ceremony followed 
by the lunch

St Peter & St Paul’s A few places are left on on the church 
tables, to book contact the Rector

7th July 7pm Creative Church Planning 
Meeting

Zoom Isaac and his two sons Esau and Jacob

8th July 2.30pm Holsworthy PCC Rectory
11th July 7.30pm Archdeacon’s Visitation St Mary’s,  Bideford For Churchwardens - everyone welcome
14th July 7pm Holsworthy Churchyard Planning St Peter & St Paul’s Come and be part of the planning phase

Holsworthy Churchyard 
Biodiversity Mee5ng 

14th July, 7pm 
Holsworthy churchyard

Come and be part of the planning phase 
of increasing biodiversity in the 

churchyard.
All welcome

Chilsworthy Village Hall Upcoming Events

Coffee Morning Tuesday 12th July, 10-11.30am, 
all welcome, tea/coffee, biscuits/cake, £1 

B. B.Q. 
2nd July from 4pm, bar open, 

£3.50 burger, £2.50 hot dog, side dishes included. 
If wet, basket meals inside the Hall instead. 

http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal


29th June Feast of SS Peter & Paul, the two most famous apostles -St Peter, ‘the Rock’ 
The two most famous apostles are remembered this month, for they share a feast day. 
St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married fisherman from Bethsaida, near the Sea of Galilee. He met Jesus 
through his brother, Andrew. Jesus gave him the name of Cephas (Peter) which means rock. Peter is always named first in the 
list of apostles. He was one of the three apostles who were privileged to witness the TransfiguraIon, the raising of the 
daughter of Jairus, and the Agony in the Garden.   

When Peter made his famous confession of faith, that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus recognised it as being the result of a 
revelaIon from the Father. He in turn told Peter that he would be the rock on which His Church would be built, that the ‘gates 
of hell’ would never prevail against it. Peter and the apostles would have the power of ‘binding and loosing’, but Peter would 
be personally given ‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven’.  Jesus also forewarned Peter of his betrayal and subsequent 
strengthening of the other apostles.  AOer His ResurrecIon, Jesus appeared to Peter before the other apostles, and later 
entrusted him with the mission to feed both the lambs and the sheep of Christ’s flock. 

Peter played a big part in the early Church, and he is menIoned many Imes in the Book of Acts, where in the early chapters he 
organised the choice of Judas’ successor, preached with sIrring authority at Pentecost; and was the very first apostle to work a 
miracle. Peter went on to defend the apostles’ right to teach at the Sanhedrin, and to condemn Ananias and Sapphira. It was 
Peter who first realised that ChrisIanity was also for the GenIles, aOer his meeIng with Cornelius. Later he took a prominent 
part in the council at Jerusalem and went on to clash with St Paul at AnIoch for hesitaIng about eaIng with GenIles. 

Early tradiIon links Peter with an apostolate and martyrdom at Rome. The New Testament does not tell us either way, but 
Peter being in Rome would make sense, especially as Peter’s first epistle refers to ‘Babylon’, which was usually idenIfied with 
Rome. Peter’s presence in Rome is menIoned by early church fathers such as Clement of Rome and Irenaeus. TradiIon also 
tells us that Peter suffered under Nero and was crucified head-downwards. There is no conclusive proof either way that St 
Peter’s relics are at the VaIcan, but it is significant that Rome is the only city that ever claimed to be Peter’s place of death. 

St Peter was a major influence on Mark when wriIng his gospel, and the First Epistle of Peter was very probably his. (Many 
scholars believe that the Second Epistle was wri\en at a later date.) 

From very early Imes Peter was invoked by ChrisIans as a universal saint. He was the heavenly doorkeeper, the patron of the 
Church and the papacy, a saint both powerful and accessible. 

In England there were important dedicaIons to Peter from early Imes: monasteries such as Canterbury, Glastonbury, 
Malmesbury, Peterborough, Lindisfarne, Whitby, Wearmouth, and especially Westminster. Cathedrals were named aOer him, 
too: York, Lichfield, Worcester and Selsey. In all, it has been calculated that 1,129 pre-ReformaIon churches were dedicated to 
St Peter, and another 283 to SS Peter and Paul together.   

Images of Peter are innumerable, but his portraiture remains curiously the same: a man with a square face, a bald or tonsured 
head, and a short square, curly beard. Not surprisingly, his chief emblem is a set of keys, someImes along with a ship or fish. 

3rd	July	 St	Thomas	the	Apostle	–	confused	and	doubting	

Thomas,	one	of	Jesus’	12	apostles,	was	an	impulsive,	confused,	honest	sceptic.		Jesus	could	understand	and	work	with	
such	a	man.		Thomas’	impulsiveness	was	evident	when	Jesus	prepared	to	visit	Lazarus	in	Bethany.		It	was	a	dangerous	
trip	to	make,	because	of	the	Jews,	but	Thomas	urged	his	fellow	disciples:	“Let	us	also	go,	that	we	may	die	with	Him.”	(John	
11:16)	Instead,	Jesus	brought	Lazarus	back	to	life.	

Thomas’	confusion	is	shown	in	later	talks	with	Jesus.		He	was	not	really	sure	where	Jesus	was	going	long-term	(John	
14:5).		But	Jesus	accepted	this	confused	commitment,	and	began	to	untangle	it,	patiently	explaining:	“I	am	going	to	my	
Father”,	and	“No	one	comes	unto	the	Father	but	by	me.”	

Finally,	Thomas’	honest	scepticism	is	revealed	after	the	Resurrection,	which	he	Qlatly	refused	to	believe	-	unless	he	could	
touch	the	wounds	of	the	risen	Jesus.		Sure	enough,	Jesus	appears	-	but	instead	of	scolding	him,	shows	him	the	wounds.		
Thomas	responds:	“My	Lord	and	my	God”(John	20.26ff).			

Thus	Doubting	Thomas’	honest	doubts,	turned	to	honest	faith,	have	become	a	reassurance	for	thousands	of	men	and	
women	across	the	centuries,	who	also	want	to	follow	Jesus,	but	who	require	some	proof	of	this	amazing	event	-	the	
Resurrection.		In	Doubting	Thomas’	complete	afQirmation	of	faith,	after	meeting	the	risen,	cruciQied	Christ,	they	
can	Qind	support	for	their	own	faith.	
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Ancient	legends	tell	how	Thomas	went	on	to	India	as	a	missionary.	There	are	rumours	that	Thomas	even	built	a	
palace	for	a	king’s	daughter	in	India,	and	thus	he	is	the	patron	saint	of	architects.		It	is	believed	that	he	was	
martyred	by	a	spear	on	3rd	July,	72	AD	in	Mylapore,	near	Madras.		46	ancient	churches	in	England	were	
dedicated	to	him.	
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