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8th May 2022 - 4th S unday of E as ter 
Hols worthy B enefic e 

Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek 
A dminis trator: L ibbi Y ork - Hols worthybenefic e@ic loud.c om 

07826 327306 (B enefic e phone number) 
R ec tor: Mother E lizabeth B urke 

        Tel: 01409 255490,  Mob: 07990978485,  Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.com	
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S ervic es  in Hols worthy B enefic e - A ll Welc ome 
 B ridg erule Hollac ombe Hols worthy  P anc ras week P yworthy 

8th May 11am Sung Eucharist  11am Sung Eucharist  9.30am All Age Service 

15th May 
11am Joint Service at 

Methodist Chapel 
9.30am BCP Holy 

Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist with 

Holy Baptism  9.30am Morning Prayer 

3pm CREATIVE CHURCH for All Ages, St Peter and St Paul’s church 

22nd May 11am All Age Ecumenical 
Eucharist  11am Morning Prayer 9.30am All Age Eucharist 9.30am Sung Eucharist 

26th May 7pm Ascension Day Benefice Eucharist, St Peter and St Paul, Holsworthy 

29th May 10am Benefice All Age Eucharist at St Pancras, Pancrasweek - AD Verena 

2nd June 2pm Proclamation and Celebration service for the Queen’s Jubilee -Holsworthy Church 

5th June 7pm Celebration service for 
the Queen’s Jubilee 

3pm Patronal and Jubilee 
celebration   

11am Sung Eucharist with 
Holy Baptism                                                  9.30am Morning Prayer 

12th June 11am Sung Eucharist  11am All Age Eucharist  9.30am All Age Service 

 

Needed 
We are looking for glass Jars (larger than Jam 

Jars), to make Lanterns for the Queens Jubilee.  
Please leave  them at the back of Holsworthy 

Church by 15th May for Creative Church.  

Help needed 
For a couple of children’s craft tables  

for the Platinum Jubilee  
Do you have a spare 1/2 hour between 3-

7pm on 5th June? 
Please contact Mthr Elizabeth or Libbi 

Text for the Week- Psalm 23:3 
He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

COME AND LEARN  
HOW TO FACE PAINT 

At the next CREATIVE CHURCH  
on 15th May at 3-5pm 

Also LANTERN MAKING  
for the Jubilee Weekend 
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1st May:           May Day and unbridled merriment 

May is the month when the ancient pagans used to get up to ‘all sorts’! The Romans held their festival to honour the 
mother-goddess Maia, goddess of nature and growth. (May is named after her.) The early Celts celebrated the feast 
of Beltane, in honour of the sun god, Beli. 

For centuries in ‘Olde England ’the people went mad in May. After the hardship of winter, and hunger of early 
Spring, May was a time of indulgence. One Philip Stubbes, writing in 1583, was scandalised: ‘for what kissing and 
bussing, what smooching and slabbering one of another, is not practised?’ 

Henry VIII went ‘maying ’on many occasions. Then folk would stay out all night in the dark rain-warm thickets and 
return in the morning for dancing on the green around the May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening 
bonfires. 

The Protestant reformers took a strong stand against May Day, and in 1644 May Day was abolished altogether. 
Many May poles came down – only to go up again at the Restoration, when the first May Day of King Charles’s reign 
was ‘the happiest Mayday that hath been many a year in England’, according to Pepys. 

May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of a young Queen of the May decorated with garlands 
and streamers and flowers, a May Pole to weave, Morris dancing, and the intricacies of well dressing at Tissington in 
Derbyshire. 

May Day is a medley of natural themes such as sunrise, the advent of summer, growth in nature, and – since 1833 – 
Robert Owen’s vision of a millennium in the future, beginning on May Day, when there would be no more poverty, 
injustice or cruelty, but harmony and friendship. This is why, in modern times, May Day has become Labour Day, 
which honours the dignity of workers. And until recently, in communist countries May Day processions were in 
honour of the achievement of Marxism. 

There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but nevertheless there is the well-known 6am service on the 
top of Magdalen Tower at Oxford where a choir sings in the dawn of May Day. 

An old May carol includes the lines:  

The life of man is but a span, it flourishes like a flower 
We are here today and gone tomorrow – we are dead within an hour. 

There is something of a sadness about it, both in words and tune, as there is about all purely sensuous joy. For May 
Day is not Easter, and the joys it represents have always been earth-bound and fleeting.  
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