
Holsworthy Benefice ~ News Sheet No 38 
Bridgerule, Hollacombe, Holsworthy and Pyworthy with Pancrasweek 

13th December 2020  
3rd Sunday of Advent - Gaudete Sunday 

Rector: Mother Elizabeth Burke 
    Tel: 01409 255490  Mobile: 07990978485     

 Email: elizabethmaburke@icloud.com                          

We are back in the churches for services as follows; 
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ON ZOOM - ALL WELCOME

Holsworthy 
Benefice

Sundays 9.30am Morning Prayer
Zoom details; 

h?ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276? 
To listen by phone: 0131 460 1196 

ID  826 3346 0276  Password:  benefice

Tuesdays 7pm ContemplaQve Prayer

Wednesdays 3pm Understanding Isaiah

Fridays 12 Noon Midday Prayer

on Zoom Hollacombe Holsworthy Pyworthy

13th Dec 9.30 Morning Prayer 11am Benefice Eucharist 
6pm Town Carol Service

20th Dec
9.30 Morning Prayer 11am Benefice Eucharist  

6pm Christmas Service by 
candle light

3pm Christmas Service by 
candle light

24th Dec 6pm Benefice Carol Service 11pm First Mass of Christmas 
(with incense) 8.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass

25th Dec 9.30am Holy 
Communion

9am Benefice Eucharist for 
the Nativity of our Lord

27th Dec 9.30 Morning Prayer 11am Morning Prayer

30th Dec 2.30pm               
Outside Carol Service

Coming to Holsworthy 
Church? 

wrap up warm, 
even bring a blanket,

as there’s no money for 
heating!TOWN CAROL SERVICE 


	 THIS YEAR ONLINE ON ZOOM

13th December 6pm  

from the comfort of your homes 

Zoom link - Just click here 

or phone in on 
0131 460 1196  

password you will need is: 

Holsworthy (capital ‘H’) 

The Meeting ID is: ID 837 8943 4730

CHURCHES OPEN FOR PRAYER 
Holsworthy Church is open  
during the day every day. 

Pyworthy Church is open 
 on Wednesdays and Sundays  

during the day. 

Hollacombe Church is open when 
requested please call Julie Isaac - 

253249.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?
http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83789434730?pwd=Q3YvMVhMQzlmNG5MZ21ZeFhGQ2xVUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83789434730?pwd=Q3YvMVhMQzlmNG5MZ21ZeFhGQ2xVUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83789434730?pwd=Q3YvMVhMQzlmNG5MZ21ZeFhGQ2xVUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83789434730?pwd=Q3YvMVhMQzlmNG5MZ21ZeFhGQ2xVUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83789434730?pwd=Q3YvMVhMQzlmNG5MZ21ZeFhGQ2xVUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83789434730?pwd=Q3YvMVhMQzlmNG5MZ21ZeFhGQ2xVUT09
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   Carols around the Christmas Trees 
     Holsworthy Town Square        4pm Christmas Eve 

         Come and join the ALL AGE fun! 
     Carols, FREE refreshments     and more! 

	 	   


Please observe 2M social distancing 
between households & bubbles

The winners of the Jackpot Draw drawn on 
20th November were – 

1st Prize, £14.00 – ticket number 128, Tim from The Willows 
2nd Prize, £2.80 – ticket number 62, Ayla from Staddon Road

Have you added an 
Advent Angel to 
Holsworthy Church 
Railings yet?

Read it here

https://exeter.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Diocese-of-Exeter-Annual-Report-2020-Final.pdf
http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal


God in the Arts - December

Editor:  The Revd Michael Burgess concludes his series on animals and birds as seen in art and 
scripture… this month he considers a 13th century painting by Gerald of Wales.

He gave us eyes to see them:  St Kevin of Glendalough and the blackbird

During this year we have explored the beauty and 
wonder of our world in the rich variety of all creatures 
great and small. In the months of lockdown and 
restrictions, many of us have used the time to look 
afresh at the world of Nature and have learnt to value it 
once again. 

When we look at the life of the 6th century Irish hermit 
saint, Kevin of Glendalough, we see someone who had 
that special relationship with the birds and animals. An 
otter, the wolf and a wild boar were his co-hermits. We 
are told that during Lent as he was kneeling in prayer in 
his cell, he held his arm out of the window. A blackbird 
mistook the arm for the branch of a tree and built its 
nest in the saint’s hand. The saint waited until the eggs 
were laid and hatched and the fledglings had flown. 

One of the earliest depictions of this story is a marginal 
drawing in The History of Ireland by Gerald of Wales in 
the early 13th century and now in the British Library. He visited Ireland several times and was entranced by 
the marvels he saw and the tales he heard. To accompany the story of St Kevin, an unknown artist drew 
the saint sat in his cell, cradling the blackbird gently in his left hand. Seamus Heaney captured the story in 
a poem in which he wondered if the saint was self-forgetful in all those months or perhaps in agony. The 
poet praises St Kevin because he sought no reward, but offered time and patience to care for this sign of 
new life.

So much has happened to us during this year for good and ill, and we wonder what the new year will bring. 
Perhaps St Kevin can inspire us to journey with faith and hope, and to travel through the months ahead 
with a renewed concern for the created order around. The Gaelic name Kevin means loved. Like him, we 
pray that we will love and cherish this planet, and care for the wonder and beauty of birds like the blackbird 
and all the animals. Then we can rejoice with him in the wonder of Creation that displays the handiwork of 
God the Creator. 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My name is

Dear Jesus, help us remember 
that you are always with us. 
Help us to see you in people 
who are sick and poor, and 
even in the people we may we 
not like. Amen.

People wonder if John the 
Baptist is Elijah or one of the 
great prophets. John says he is 
not. He is someone sent by God 
to tell everyone to get ready for 
the Lord. 

Sunday 13 December 2020
John 1:6-8, 19-28
3rd Sunday of Advent

Listen out 
for God

redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s

Look. Written by Aileen Urquhart. Design by Anna Davie/Louise Hilton. Edited by Rachel Thompson. Published by Redemptorist Publications Chawton Hampshire GU34 3HQ. 
Copyright © Redemptorist Publications. A registered charity. www.rpbooks.co.uk. Printed on FSC paper.

Be a prophet

WHERE IS JESUS?
John the Baptist 
told the people 
that the Lord 
was standing 
with them and 
they did not 
even know it.
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Elijah was a  
prophet who 
listened for God. 
He didn’t hear 
God in a storm, an 
earthquake, the wind 
or in fire. Elijah found 
the still, small voice 
of God in a gentle 
whisper.

What is a prophet?

What do you think God wants 
you to say to these fighting 

children? Circle the right words.

Colour this crowd listening to John the Baptist. 
Which person do you think is Jesus?

WHISPER

FIRE

A   p_ _ _ _ _ _   is   s_ _ _ _ _ _   who   l_ _ _ _ _ _  
to   G_ _   and   s_ _ _ _ _   for G_ _.

Put the missing words in the right 
place to find out what a prophet is.

Jesus is always with us, 
especially when we need help. 

Draw Jesus with  
these children.

Fit the 
words into 
the grid.

T
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EARTHQUAKE

God  someone
speaks  listens  
prophet  God

Stop 
fighting!

Get her!Hit him!

Make
friends

Be kind

WIND

http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolsworthyChurches/posts/?ref=page_internal
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Sunday

Sunday. The Revised Common Lectionary  is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997, 
which includes The Common Worship Lectionary  (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Common Lectionary, published as the Principal Service 
Lectionary) and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council, and material from it is reproduced with permission.  
Bible readings from NRSV published by Mowbray and used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © Redemptorist Publications Wolf's Lane Chawton 
Hampshire GU34 3HQ. A Registered Charity limited by guarantee. Registered in England 03261721. www.rpbooks.co.uk  Email rp@rpbooks.co.uk

redemp orist
p u b l i c a t i o n s

13 December 2020 Third Sunday of Advent

COLLECT
O Lord Jesus Christ,
who at your first coming sent your 

messenger
to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of 

your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready 

your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to 

the wisdom of the just,
that at your second coming to judge the 

world
we may be found an acceptable people in 

your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 61:1-4. 8-11
A reading from the book of the prophet 
Isaiah.
The servant of the LORD said: The spirit 
of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the 
LORD has anointed me; he has sent me 
to bring good news to the oppressed, to 
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and release to 
the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in 
Zion – to give them a garland instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of 
a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, 
to display his glory. They shall build up 
the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the 
former devastations; they shall repair the 
ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. For I the LORD love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them. Their descendants shall be 
known among the nations, and their 
offspring among the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge that they are 
a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my 
whole being shall exult in my God; for 
he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For 
as the earth brings forth its shoots, and 

as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations.

PSALM OR CANTICLE
Either Psalm 126
R  The Lord has done great things for us.

When the Lord restored the fortunes  
of Zion, 

then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter 
and our tongue with songs of joy. R
Then said they among the nations, 
“The Lord has done great things  

for them.”
The Lord has indeed done great things 

for us, 
and therefore we rejoiced. R
Restore again our fortunes, O Lord, 
as the river beds of the desert.
Those who sow in tears 
shall reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, bearing  

the seed, 
will come back with shouts of joy,
bearing their sheaves with them. R

Or Luke 1:46b-55
R My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

My soul proclaims the greatness of  
the Lord;

My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.
For he has looked with favour on his lowly 

servant;
from this day all generations will call me 

blessèd.
The Almighty has done great things  

for me,
and holy is his name. R 

He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm;
he has scattered the proud in their 

conceit. R 

He has cast down the mighty from  
their thrones

and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things
and the rich he has sent away empty. R 

He has come to the help of his servant, 
Israel,

for he has remembered his promise  
of mercy.

The promise he made to our forebears:
to Abraham and his children for ever. R 

SECOND READING
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
A reading from the first letter of Paul to 
the Thessalonians.
My brothers and sisters, rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench 
the Spirit. Do not despise the words of 
prophets, but test everything; hold fast 
to what is good; abstain from every form 
of evil. May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 
and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, 
and he will do this.

GOSPEL John 1:6-8. 19-28
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John.
There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. This is the testimony given by John 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, 
but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they 
said to him, “Who are you? Let us have 
an answer for those who sent us. What 
do you say about yourself?” He said, “I 
am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now 
they had been sent from the Pharisees. 
They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, 
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.” This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was baptizing.

POST COMMUNION
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 

heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
13th December

6pm Holsworthy Town Carol Service on Zoom
Zoom details:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83789434730?pwd=Q3YvMVhMQzlmNG5MZ21ZeFhGQ2xVUT09
Meeting ID: 837 8943 4730

Passcode: Holsworthy
By Telephone

To join by phone: 0131 460 1196 
or 0203 051 2874

20th December
3pm Pyworthy Christmas Service by Candlelight

St Swithun’s parish church
6pm Holsworthy Christmas Service by Candlelight

St Peter & St Paul’s parish church
CHRISTMAS EVE 

4pm Carols around the Christmas trees
Holsworthy Square - please ensure you keep to 2m distancing

6pm Benefice Carol Service on Zoom 
Zoom details:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82633460276?pwd=MHYvbFJFait5a3hDSmJyZ2JQOW5odz09
Meeting ID: 826 3346 0276

Passcode: benefice
By Telephone

To join by phone: 0131 460 1196

8.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass
Pyworthy, St Swithun’s parish church

11pm First Mass of Christmas
Holsworthy, St Peter & St Paul’s parish church

CHRISTMAS DAY 
The Nativity of our Lord

9am Benefice Eucharist for the Nativity of our Lord
Holsworthy, St Peter & St Paul’s parish church

9.30am Holy Communion for the Nativity of our Lord
Hollacombe, St Petroc’s parish church

30th December
2.30pm Outside Carol Service - a short service with carols

Hollacombe, St Petroc’s parish churchyard
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COME LET US ADORE HIM

http://www.holsworthybenefice.org.uk
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