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If you have anything you would like to be considered for publication in our 
magazine please give it to the editor by the 20th of the preceding month.  
It can be sent by email or hand written.  Our printer in Bude can usually 
reproduce photographs to a reasonable standard.  If you want any hard 
copy or pictures returned please ensure your name and address is on the 
back. 
 
This magazine is produced for the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul Holsworthy; St. 
Bridget’s, Bridgerule; St. Petroc, Hollacombe; St. Swithun, Pyworthy; St. Pancras, 
Pancrasweek; and is the only publication promoting the views and vision of the benefice. 
 
The contents of this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the individual PCC’s 
but are those of individual contributors.  
 

  

Mission Community Prayer 
Lord of the Church, hear our prayer for the Holsworthy Mission Community: 
Set our hearts on fire with love for you.  Claim our worship and wealth, our 
abilities and our time, that we be worthy stewards of all that you have given.  
Save us from complacency and fear of new ways; inspire us with vision; make us 
a power-house of prayer, a community of loving service, and faithful witnesses 
to your kingdom as we grow daily in and through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen 
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From the rectory 
 
November is always a very poignant time of the year, with All Saints and All Souls 
day, Armistice Day, Remembrance Sunday, which this year is also Armistice100.  As 
well as the sadness of remembering loved ones lost, November leads us into 
shorter, colder, wetter days. So far Autumn has been dry and sunny.  The fallen 
leaves are crisp and the apples have been many.   We know that spring will come 
after winter just as we live in the hope of eternal life coming after death, but it 
doesn’t always make it easier for the right now, or the weeks ahead of us before 
the days become longer once more. 
 
This year on the eleventh day of the eleventh month, 
as we commemorate 100 years since the end of 
World War One, and we think about all the lives lost 
in the many wars and terrorist acts, we are 
encouraged to say “Thank you”. Thank you to those 
that sacrificed their lives, thank you to those that 
carried on producing food and other services, thank 
you to those that cared for the injured, thank you to 
all who went before us and gave us the lives we have 
today.   
 
As a child we are taught very early on to say please and thank you (or ‘ta’).  It 
becomes a natural part of daily life, but sometimes it’s good to take some time in 
our lives to really recognise what we are thankful for.  If we are not careful our 
prayers are full of pleases and not many thank you.  Over the next few weeks there 
are many opportunities to remember and say thank you. 
 
Thursday 1st Nov 7pm - All Saints Service, Holsworthy Parish Church 
~ A celebration to give thanks for all the Saints and all that they have done for us 
  
Friday 2nd Nov 10.30am - All Souls Service, Holsworthy Parish Church 
~ A service to remember and give thanks for departed loved ones  
 
Friday 2nd Nov 2pm - Act of Remembrance with blessing of the Armistice100 
Trees 
~ In Stanhope Park. 
 
Sunday 4th Nov 6pm - All Souls Service, Pyworthy Parish Church 
~ A service to remember and give thanks for departed loved ones  
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Sunday 11th November - Remembrance Sunday and Armistice100 
~ 9.30am Holsworthy Parish Church 
~ 10.50am Bridgerule Parish Church 
~ 10.50am Pyworthy Parish Church 
~ 10.55am Holsworthy Town Square 
~ 11.30 Anvil Corner 
~ 2.30 for 2.45 March off, Parade & Service, - Holsworthy Town Square & Parish 
Church  
~ 7pm Lighting of the Beacon - Holsworthy Parish Church 
~ 7.05pm Ringing Out for Peace,  
for more information    https://www.brunopeek.co.uk 
- Church bells will be rung across the nation 
 
 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.’    

John 15. 12-13  

  
 Help to Preserve Holsworthy Parish Church: 

Become a Friend 
 
Individuals and organisations can become a friend of 
Holsworthy Parish Church.  We hope membership 
of the Friends becomes widespread.  By becoming a 
Friend you establish a link with this fine Church and 
make financial contributions towards its running and 
upkeep. 
 
To become a friend please pick up a Friends Pack 
from the church (just inside the door) or request 
one from Mother Elizabeth 01409 255490 or 07990 
978485 or the Church Secretary, Carol Weston 
01409 259371 
 
Please see page 2 for their email addresses. 
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News from the Churches in our Benefice 
 
St. Peter and St. Paul, Holsworthy  
by Bob Beckford  
 
School Harvest and Harvest Sung Eucharist  
The school harvest took place on Friday October 5th and was well 
supported by many of the parents, guardians, friends, relatives and 
members of our own congregation who came along to support the 
children.  It is good to see this support and is evidence that our church is a 
community asset, a fact not lost on our church architect who was also visiting that 
day.  Thank you to all the children and adults who brought their harvest gifts to 
church. 
We are indebted to the Lansdowne Bakery in Bude who provided a 
wonderful harvest loaf, free of charge.  It is good to know these skills 
are still with us. 
 
Harvest Supper on October 10th 
Once again the Harvest Supper was held in the Holsworthy Market 
Hall and was a great success.  Having no church hall of our own, this venue is just 
the right size for us and has everything we need.  We had an excellent array of 
delicious food prepared by Helen Young and Mary Beckford for which we were 
very grateful. 
Between the main course and dessert we had entertainment from the Bude Trio.  
This trio comprises Hillary Daniels on keyboard, Sally Hayden on double bass and 
Bob Beckford on violin. 
 
Refreshments after morning service 
Shirley Chapman, after completing the 20 years she had promised to complete, and 
having raised £1,638 has decided it is time to hang up her tea towel. The PCC and 
Churchwardens are very grateful to Shirley for undertaking this duty for so long.  In 
view of the importance of providing refreshments after church, which gives an 
opportunity for us to meet and chat , we will not just continue to offer 
refreshments once a month but actually increase this to refreshments every 
Sunday.  We are asking for volunteers to help occasionally.  If you feel this is 
something you can help with please have a word with Sue Bumby.   
 
Book of Remembrance 
We are now updating the Book of Remembrance which is kept in the glass case in 
church.  Anyone who would like a friend or relative to be included please give the 
name and date of death to Carol Weston.  



 

 7 

St. Petroc, Hollacombe  
by Margaret Stacey  
 
October has been a quiet month church wise, a rest after 
The Lammas Festival in August at the start of the harvest 
celebrations followed by The Harvest Thanksgiving in September. 
November, always thought of as the month of 'Remembrance' and so we start the 
month on Sunday 4th November *3pm with Evensong in which we will be thinking 
of All The Saints, The Souls and those who fought the world wars and more, 
remembering especially on this centenary anniversary of our own war victim, Percy 
Isaac who is named on our hymn board and given in his memory. 
The airmen who died near the monument at Anvil Corner also will be in our 
prayers and hopefully the goodly crowd which seems to grow each year will meet 
as usual at The Anvil Corner Site on Remembrance Day. 
 
Interestingly, whilst waiting in a local garage for a little work to be carried out on 
my car I picked up a book with mention of another book written about the many 
air crashes on Dartmoor during WW2. I was interested enough, coming from that 
area, to send for the book and it illustrates just how many air crashes took place 
during that time. 
 
Sunday 18th November * 9.30am Holy Communion will be celebrated by Rev. 
Richard Freeman. 
We are beginning to think about December and Christmas (after Advent of course) 
and the planned services (for your diaries). 
Sunday 2nd Dec 3pm Evensong and the lighting of The Advent Candles 
Sunday 16th Dec 9.30am Holy Communion (Rev Stuart Wilson) 
CHRISTMAS DAY 9.00am Please note earlier time Holy Communion. 
CAROL SERVICE 3.00pm Thursday 27th Dec. 
 
St. Pancras, Pancrasweek  
By Robert Wright 

 
 
 
 
 

The St Pancras Church re-roofing can progress now 
that the scaffolding has been erected, together with steel sheet roofing and 
Monarflex sheeting, to permit the builders to work throughout the winter weather, 
and while any bats are hibernating.  
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Architect Jeremy Chadburn indicated that there may be a possible delay if the 
specified Delabole roof slates are on extended delivery, but we hope this will not 
be the case. 

General News From The Parish Pump 
 
Christian fair trade business Traidcraft may stop selling goods 
 
Traidcraft plc is in trouble.  With very poor recent trading figures and despite 
enormous efforts by the staff and management and Fair Traders, it warns that the 
present model for the company may be no longer viable. 
 
Traidcraft's charity branch, Traidcraft Exchange, will continue to support farmers 
and lobby government through its charitable arm, and the decision about closing 
the trading arm is still in a consultation period and not final.  
 
Traidcraft plc first started in 1979, selling fair-trade coffee, sugar and chocolate as 
well as rugs and handmade baskets from Bangladesh. They went on to sell fair-
trade clothes and wine. 
 
Most of us remember them from church stalls and markets. Their aim was to keep a 
close link between producer and purchaser. 
 
A spokesperson for Traidcraft said:  'Traidcraft plc's mission to put the principles of 
fair trade into commercial practice is not, in any sense, fulfilled but we appreciate 
that it is time to consider new approaches.' 
 
 
 

The Breath of Fresh Air Lung Support Group 
 
The Breath of Fresh Air lung support group are meeting on Wed Nov 21st, 2pm, at the village 
hall in Chilsworthy.  
 
The guest speaker will be Shawn Dymond from The Holsworthy Museum, and he will be 
giving a talk on the effects of The Great War on the town of Holsworthy. There will be tea 
and cakes served during the interval for a voluntary donation of £1. 
 
On Dec 19th, the group will be having their Christmas Lunch party at The Holsworthy Golf 
Club.  For further details, please contact Group Facilitator Wendy Millar on 01409 254085. 
 
There will be NO MEETING in January with the group resuming on Feb 20th 2019. 
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C of E warns: there is 'no Planet B' 
 
The Church of England is continuing to voice its concern over climate change. 
 
Following news that the summer of 2018 was the hottest on record in England, and 
the UK’s joint warmest overall, The Bishop of Salisbury, Nicholas Holtam, the 
Church of England's lead bishop for Environmental Affairs, said: 
 
'It is becoming difficult for even the most resolute of deniers to ignore the 
devastating impact of climate change. While in the UK this has meant an 
uncomfortably warm summer, elsewhere people are already dying, crops are 
threatened, marine and land ecosystems are dying out and climate change is 
affecting everyone, no country is escaping unscathed.  
  
'We have a narrow window where it is not too late to do something about climate 
change, and to protect God’s creation for generations to come.  But we must act 
decisively, and act now, as individuals, communities, countries and as a global 
family. There is no Planet B.' 
 
Universal Credit leaves people worse off, says Archbishop of Canterbury 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury recently called for the rollout of Universal Credit to 
be halted, saying it has left people worse off. 
 
The Most Rev Justin Welby received a standing ovation at the recent TUC 
Congress in Manchester when he attacked the benefits system, said the living 
wage should be higher and criticised firms like Amazon for paying 'almost nothing' 
in taxes. 
 
He also hit out at the so-called gig economy and zero-hours contracts, saying they 
were 'nothing new', and adding: 'It is the reincarnation of an ancient evil.' 
 
In a question and answer session after his speech, the Archbishop explained his 
objections with the welfare reform that Universal Credit has brought in.  
 
'It was supposed to make (welfare) simpler and more efficient. It has not done that. 
It has left too many people worse off, putting them at risk of hunger, debt, rent 
arrears and food banks. 
 
'When Universal Credit comes into a local area the number of people going to food 
banks goes up.' 
 
The Archbishop also spoke about tax. 'If you earn money from a community, you 
should pay your share of tax to that community... when vast companies like 
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Amazon... can get away with paying almost nothing in tax, there is something 
wrong with the tax system. 
 
'They don't pay a real living wage, so the taxpayer must support their workers with 
benefits; and having leached off the taxpayer once they don't pay for our defence, 
for security, for stability, for justice, for health, for equality, for education.' 
 
The Archbishop went on:  'Let us not delude ourselves into thinking that the gig 
economy is the only reincarnation of oppression of the vulnerable in 
employment...Pensions are just one example of the profit motive leading to the 
weakest being given the most risk and the strongest the most protection... where 
inequality and profound injustice seem entrenched, insurmountable, it leads to 
instability in our society.'  
 
The perils of zombie walking 
 
Everyone knows it is dangerous to drive and text.  But many of us walk and text - 
with potentially disastrous results.  Now government transport advisers are thinking 
of placing road signs on the ground to guide so-called 'zombie pedestrians' who 
are glued to their phones - and oblivious of traffic around them. 
 
In Augsburg Germany, traffic lights have been installed in the pavement after 
texting pedestrians walked out in front of trams.  In Antwerp (Belgium) and X'ian 
(China) authorities have painted lines on the pavements to create text walking lanes 
with painted white arrows.  In several cities in Holland they are installing LED light 
systems embedded in kerbs at junctions that flash red to stop 'zombie pedestrians' 
crossing the road in front of running traffic. 
 
In a recent survey for the AA here in Britain, two thirds of drivers said they had seen 
pedestrians so glued to their smartphones that they had stepped out into the road 
without looking.   
 
Spider time of day 
 
Are you afraid of the big spiders that come into your house each autumn?  Then 
avoid wandering around your house at about 7.35pm each evening. 
It seems that that is the peak time for creepy crawlies to scuttle around your house, 
looking for a mate.   
 
An entomologist at the University of Gloucestershire adds:  'We think that while 
people are more likely to be sat down and able to view spiders at 7.30pm, the 
pattern of sightings in rooms other than living rooms suggests that it is not just 
people driving the pattern - so we think it probably does reflect some spider 
ecology too.' 
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No one is sure why spiders feel frisky at 7.30pm, but the good news is that the vast 
majority of UK spiders are harmless to people, and excellent pest controllers. 'So 
we should really celebrate the spider season.'   As long as the spider is NOT 
running around on the couch with you. 
 
We are the third fattest in Europe 
 
Oh dear.  You won't want to know this as the Christmas party season gets 
underway.  But according to the World Health Organisation, Britain is now the third 
fattest nation in Europe, and fuelled by a booze-soaked lifestyle. Only Malta and 
Turkey now have higher obesity levels than the UK. 
 
In total, 27.8 per cent of British adults are now obese, while 63.7 are classed as 
overweight.   The WHO study of 900 million people calls the trend in Britain 
'alarming' and warns that it will cut short the lives of those who live on junk food 
and alcohol.   
 
Meanwhile, Britain's alcohol intake is now on a par with Poland and Latvia.  In fact, 
research on 53 countries has found that we have become among the 'world 
champions' at drinking alcohol.  On average, Britons drank 10.7 litres of pure 
alcohol last year, compared with a European average of 8.6.   
 
As one WHO doctor explains: 'Adults forget just how many calories are contained 
in alcohol and heavy drinkers ... could be knocking back a quarter of their 
recommended daily calorie allowance before even touching a bite to eat.' 
 
All in the Month of November 
 
It was: 
 
300 years ago, on 3rd Nov 1718 that John Montagu, the 4th Earl of Sandwich, was 
born.  He may have been Postmaster General and First Lord of the Admiralty, but 
we remember him today as the inventor of the sandwich, which he ordered from 
his chef to sustain him at the gambling table. 

150 years ago, on 13th Nov 1868 that Gioachino Rossini, major Italian composer, 
died.  Best known for his operas, including The Barber of Seville. 

100 years ago, on 4th Nov 1918 that Wilfred Owen, British poet and soldier, was 
killed.  One of the leading poets of WW1, he was noted for his shocking realistic 
poetry about the horrors of trench warfare.  Killed in action a week before the war 
ended, aged 25. 
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Also 100 years ago, on 11th Nov 1918 that Armistice Day saw the end of World 
War 1. 
 
90 years ago, on 18th Nov 1928 that Walt Disney released 'Steamboat Willie', the 
first Disney cartoon with fully synchronised sound, which saw the debut of Mickey 
Mouse and Minnie Mouse. 
 
80 years ago, on 9th Nov 1938 that the Kristallnacht (the night of broken glass) 
began when the Nazis burned synagogues and destroyed thousands of Jewish 
homes and businesses in Germany and Austria. More than 30,000 Jews were 
transported to concentration camps. 
 
75 years ago, from 28th Nov - 1st Dec 1943 that WW2's Tehran Conference took 
place. US President Franklin D Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and Soviet Leader Joseph Stalin met to discuss plans for a second front against Nazi 
Germany.  This led to the D-Day assault on Normandy and the Allied invasion of 
occupied Europe, beginning in June 1944. 
 
70 years ago, on 4th Nov 1948 that American-born British poet and playwright T. 
S. Eliot won the 1948 Nobel Prize for Literature. 
 
Also 70 years ago, on 14th Nov 1948 that Charles, Prince of Wales, was born. 
65 years ago, on 9th Nov 1953 that Dylan Thomas, Welsh poet, playwright and 
short story writer, died. Best known for his play Under Milk Wood, and his hard-
drinking lifestyle. 
 
50 years ago, on 28th Nov 1968, that Enid Blyton, British children's writer, died. 
One of the most successful children's writers of the 20th century, she wrote more 
than 762 books.  Best known for Noddy and the Famous Five series.   
 
25 years ago, on 1st Nov 1993 that the Maastricht Treaty came into effect, 
establishing the European Union. 
 
20 years ago, on 24th Nov 1998 that the British Government unveiled plans to 
abolish the rights of hereditary peers to sit and vote in the House of Lords. 
 
15 years ago, on 22nd Nov 2003 that England won the Rugby World Cup for the 
first time. 
 
10 years ago, on 4th Nov 2008 that Barack Obama was elected as the 44th 
President of the United States.   
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God in the Arts    
‘He gave us eyes to see them’ – the 'Catholic 
Mystery' by Maurice Denis 
 
Editor:  For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess explores symbols of the Christian faith as 
found in works of art. 

When we were at Sunday School, 
we probably learnt the hymn: 
‘Jesus bids us shine with a pure, 
clear light, 
Like a little candle burning in the 
night. 
In this world of darkness, we must 
shine, 
You in your small corner and I in 
mine.’ 
As we grew up, we learnt that 

Jesus calls us to shine out and not stay in that little corner.   ‘No one puts a lamp 
under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand to give light to all in the house.’ In 
the house of God lights shine out, whether it is the menorah of Old Testament 
worship, or the lamp stands in Revelation.  
When we enter our own churches, we see candles on the altar as a sign of worship 
offered to the glory of God. And not just on the altar, but also held in our hands at 
Christingle services or baptisms or carried in procession behind the Paschal Candle 
at the Easter Vigil. These candles light up the building and remind us that Jesus is 
the Light of the world who can illuminate our hearts and minds. 
In the 1890s Maurice Denis, a French artist, created a series of paintings inspired by 
the Annunciation. He called them the Catholic Mystery. They show the good news 
coming to Mary as a Gospel procession with acolytes carrying candles to tell her 
that God’s Word will light up her life. Denis was called ‘the prophet of beautiful 
icons’, and we see that in this sensitive and moving painting.  
The light of candles, like all lights, is a mystery for they only shine out as they burn 
themselves up. Going back to childhood days again, you may remember the 
nursery rhyme describing the candle: 
 ‘Little Nanny Etticoat in a white petticoat 
 And a red nose. 
 The longer she stands, the shorter she grows.’ 
When we hold our candles, like the acolytes in the painting, we pray that we may 
shine out with the good news of Jesus the Light. 
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Holsworthy Benefice Service Chart  November 2018 
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Second Nature 
 

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE FORESTRY  
AND TREE CARE 

 

Tree surgery & planting 

Lawn mowing / Grass cutting 
Hedge trimming 

Grounds Clearance & Maintenance 
Garden fencing 

& more 
COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 

ONE OFF JOBS & ONGOING CONTRACTS 
UNDERTAKEN 

COMPLETE GROUNDS AND TREE CARE 
PLEASE CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE OR EMAIL 

US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

07866468596 / 01837810735 
 

www.secondnature-devon.co.uk 
 

enquiries*secondnature-devon.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 

ALF  

BLACKMAN 

Builder 

also Carpentry, 
Plumbing, Decorating & 

General Repairs 

 

Tel: 01409 253158 

Mob: 07774 672695 

Clare Hunter Therapy
Do you suffer with

Back Pain Painful Joints
Mobility Issues Stress
Stiff Neck/ Shoulder Poor Sleep
Stress Headaches

Or would you simply like to feel
WELL?

I provide highly effective, gentle
Bowen Therapy to help your body

feel better and reduce pain.

Call me today on 07977511217
or 01409 220100

www.clarehuntertherapy.co.uk

Book 3 treatments & the 4th is free

A local company with professionalism as its  
second nature 
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Not a Liturgical Act …… 
 
Why a Poppy? 
 
History 
During the First World War (1914–1918) much of the fighting took place in 
Western Europe. Previously beautiful countryside was blasted, bombed and 
fought over, again and again. The landscape swiftly turned to fields of mud: 
bleak and barren scenes where little or nothing could grow. 
Bright red Flanders poppies (Papaver rhoeas) however, were delicate but 
resilient flowers and grew in their thousands, flourishing even in the middle 
of chaos and destruction. In early May 1915, shortly after losing a friend in 
Ypres, a Canadian doctor, Lt Col John McCrae was inspired by the sight of 
poppies to write a now famous poem called 'In Flanders Fields'. 
McCrae’s poem inspired an American academic, Moina Michael, to make 
and sell red silk poppies which were brought to England by a French 
woman, Anna Guérin. The (Royal) British Legion, formed in 1921, ordered 9 
million of these poppies and sold them on 11 November that year. The 
poppies sold out almost immediately and that first ever 'Poppy Appeal' 
raised over £106,000; a considerable amount of money at the time. This 
was used to help WW1 veterans with employment and housing. 
 
Who makes them? 
The following year, Major George Howson set up the Poppy Factory to 
employ disabled ex-Servicemen. Today, the factory and the Legion's 
warehouse in Aylesford produces millions of poppies each year. 
 
The demand for poppies in England was so high that few were reaching 
Scotland. Earl Haig's wife established the 'Lady Haig Poppy Factory' in 
Edinburgh in 1926 to produce poppies exclusively for Scotland. Over 5 
million Scottish poppies (which have four petals and no leaf unlike poppies 
in the rest of the UK) are still made by hand by disabled ex-Servicemen at 
Lady Haig's Poppy Factory each year and distributed by our sister 
charity Poppyscotland. 
 
The poppy is 
 • A symbol of Remembrance and hope 
 • Worn by millions of people 
 • Red because of the natural colour of field poppies 
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The poppy is NOT 
 • A symbol of death or a sign of support for war 
 • A reflection of politics or religion 
 • Red to reflect the colour of blood 
 
Wearing a poppy is a personal choice and reflects individual and personal 
memories. It is not compulsory but is greatly appreciated by those it helps; 
those currently serving in our Armed Forces, veterans, and their families and 
dependants. 
 
How to wear it  
Many say on the left, 
symbolising that you keep 
those who died close to your 
heart. It's also where military 
medals are worn by those 
who have been on 
operations. Others say men 
should wear it on the left and 
women on the right, like you 
would a badge or brooch.  
The Queen wears hers on the 
left. 
 
Purple poppies 
Founded by several different 
animal charities to 
commemorate animal victims 
of war. ‘They had no 
choice’ – the words inscribed 
on the very poignant Animals 
in War Memorial in Hyde Park 
which honours the many millions of animals who died whilst serving 
alongside British, Commonwealth and Allied Forces during the great wars, 
and those who continue to give their lives in Service today. 
 
Resources used 
https://purplepoppycampaign.org/2018/06/19/they-had-no-choice/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/29848595/remembrance-poppy-
controversies-and-how-to-wear-it 
https://purplepoppycampaign.org/2018/06/19/they-had-no-choice/ 

The poem – In Flanders’ Fields 
 
In Flanders' fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders' fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe; 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high, 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders' Fields. 
 
by John McCrae, May 1915 
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November 2018 –  
Letter from St. James the Least of All   
	
Happily,	the	Church	of	England	still	retains	some	
singular	parish	clergy.		Take	the	parish	of	St.	
James-the-Least	in	the	county	of	C.......		for	example.		
Here	the	elderly	Anglo-Catholic	vicar,	Eustace,	
continues	his	correspondence	to	Darren,	his	
nephew,	a	low-church	curate	recently	ordained…		 
 
 
On the perils of the PCC 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I am truly furious. I know that God has given clergy 
church councils, so they can have a better understanding 
of hell, but last night’s meeting really was too much. 
The traps are always sprung under “any other business”. 
Several hundred thousand pounds can be committed to 
repairing the tower without the slightest murmur, but if 
someone should suggest mending the tea urn under AOB, 
the meeting will close with blood on the carpets. 
 
So it was yesterday evening. We had negotiated the 
tricky subject of not mentioning the verger when it was 
recorded that the cupboard containing the Communion wine 
will be kept locked in future. We had ever-so-gently sat 
on Mr Onions when he questioned whether it was biblical 
to hold raffles at our social evenings. We even smiled 
with equanimity when Lady Faversham grumbled about the 
damp Communion wafers.  
 
But when our treasurer, after a long preamble about 
soaring house prices in the village, suggested that the 
12 bedroomed Queen Anne Rectory be sold and I be housed 
in one of the “more convenient” potting sheds being 
built on the green, I did not expect near universal 
agreement from council members. 
 
That the new Rectory would have all the aesthetic charm 
of a suburban bus shelter seemed to be irrelevant; that 
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I would have to learn to have all my meals in one dining 
room, rather than rotate round the present three seemed 
to be of no concern; that my dog would lose his own 
private suite passed them by entirely. This may be a 
case for calling in the Canine Protection Society. 
 
The thought that I would have to get used to a warm, dry 
house with 21st century plumbing does not bear 
contemplation. It is only the cold, damp accommodation 
with Victorian water closets that keeps parishioners and 
visiting clergy at bay. 
 
It was a close struggle; here was an opportunity for 
council members to settle a few old scores. You could 
sense the gleam in Colonel Mitchell’s eyes as he 
recalled losing the hiding place for his whisky when we 
removed his box pew 30 years ago; he has been obliged to 
listen to the sermon ever since. And as for Miss 
Throckmore, who was allocated to decorate the porch 
rather than the great east window for last year’s 
Harvest, she leapt at the opportunity of condemning me 
to life in a cardboard box. You could also sense a 
certain satisfaction when parishioners realised they 
would then be able to keep an eye on my movements, since 
there would no longer be several acres of ground and 
privet hedges to maintain my privacy. 
 
Fortunately, I negotiated some time when I mentioned 
that possible legal obstacles must be cleared first. In 
the meantime, I shall be writing to apply for grants to 
build a substantial moat round my present Rectory – 
provided it has a working drawbridge. 
 
 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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High Days and Holy Days in November 
 
6th  William Temple:  Archbishop of Canterbury  
During the Second World War, Winston Churchill was Britain’s Prime Minister. At 
the same time, William Temple was Archbishop of Canterbury. While Churchill led 
the country against Germany, Temple encouraged the British people to trust the 
Lord for their deliverance and strength. Like Churchill, Temple was a great leader, 
a gifted orator and a prolific writer. He was also a theologian and social activist. 
Temple was born on 15th October 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was educated at 
Rugby School and Balliol College, Oxford, from 1900 to1904. He loved the music 
of Bach; the poetry of Browning and Shelley, and Shakespeare. He was an avid 
reader and possessed a near-photographic memory.  
 
He became president of the Oxford Union and after graduation, was a lecturer in 
philosophy at Queen's College, Oxford. He was a member of the debating society 
and was a skilled and balanced debater. Following his ordination in 1909, and 
priesting in 1910, Temple was headmaster of Repton School for four years. He 
married Frances Anson in 1916. They were childless. 
 
From 1921-29 Temple was Bishop of Manchester. During this time he was seen as 
a pioneer of the Ecumenical Movement and gradually became a national figure. In 
1926 he urged the British government to seek a negotiated agreement to the 
General Strike.  
 
Temple excelled as a moderator; a teacher and a preacher and his appointment as 
Archbishop of York (1929-40) was a popular one. His influence also led to the 
formation of the British Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches. 
During the 2nd World War he jointly founded the Council of Christians and Jews 
to combat anti-Semitism and other forms of prejudice in Britain. 
 
As Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) Temple became an outspoken advocate of 
social reform and became involved in the campaign against unemployment, poverty 
and poor housing. He believed in the rights of all people, whether rich or poor, and 
was a leading force for social justice.  He was grounded in the problems of the 
working man and in his book Christianity and Social Order (1942) he shared his 
vision for all to have access to healthcare, education and decent housing. His radical 
thinking and activism played a foundational role in the formation of the British 
Welfare State.  
 
Temple died aged 63 at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26th October 1944. He was the 
first Primate of All England to be cremated and his ashes were buried in the cloister 
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garden of Canterbury Cathedral. He is the last Archbishop of Canterbury to have 
died while in office. 
 
22nd  St Cecilia - patron saint of musicians 
If you are going to any concerts before Christmas, spare a thought for St Cecilia - 
the patron saint of musicians. 
 
Cecilia is one of the most famous of the Roman martyrs of the 2nd century.  As far 
as is known, she was born a noble lady of Rome who, despite her vow of virginity, 
was forced to marry an older pagan nobleman named Valerian. During the wedding, 
as the musicians played, Cecilia sat apart singing to God in her heart, and for that 
she was later declared the saint of musicians 
 
When the time came for her marriage to be consummated, Cecilia told Valerian 
that watching over her was an angel of the Lord, who would punish him if he 
sexually violated her but would love him if he respected her virginity.  
 
Understandably startled by this, Valerian then asked to see the angel for himself. 
Cecilia replied that to do so, he must go to the third milestone on the Via Appia 
and be baptised by the Bishop of Rome.  Valerian seems to have been a good-
natured husband, because the story goes that he followed her suggestion, was 
baptised a Christian, and sure enough, saw the angel protecting his wife. 
 
Being a Christian in those days was dangerous, and when the next wave of Roman 
persecutions began, Valerian and Cecilia were among those arrested. It is said that 
they died at the hands of the Roman prefect Turcius Almachius, perhaps in Sicily 
sometime between 176 and 180 AD.   
 
One story goes that Cecilia was struck on the neck with a sword, and as she lay 
dying, asked that her house be converted into a church.  Certainly an early Roman 
Christian church, Santa Cecilia, was founded in the fourth century in the Trastevere 
section of Rome, reputedly on the site of the house in which she lived.   
 
In the centuries since then, a number of musical compositions have been dedicated 
to her, and her feast day has become the occasion for many concerts and musical 
festivals. 
 
St Cecilia is frequently depicted playing a viola, a small organ, or other musical 
instrument. 
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Diary of a Momentous Year:   
November 1918 - When the Boys 
Came Home  
 
Editor:   1918 was the final year of the Great War. This 
year, Canon David Winter has been looking back on 
highlights of those critical 11 months, when the very 
shape of modern world history was being hammered out 
on the battlefields.  This article concludes the series. 
 
By Autumn 1918 it was obvious that the war was coming 
to an end, Germany was clearly beaten, but no one had actually won. The front line 
was more or less as it had been for years, but after Amiens the Germans knew that 
this was a conflict they could never win. High level discussions took place, while in 
Britain the public mood was surprisingly optimistic. ‘There’s a silver lining’, the 
songs said. ‘Keep the home fires burning till the boys come home’. When an 
‘Armistice’ was announced, there was euphoria. No more killing, the guns silenced. 
Peace at last! 
 
‘Armistice' was a new word for most people – not a peace treaty or settlement 
(that would follow a conference in Paris the following January), but simply a laying 
down of arms, but for many that was enough for now. ‘No more killing’, they 
declared. Most of the boys did come home, but tens of thousands didn’t. We have 
tended to judge the first World War by the numbers involved – and they are 
appalling, but each casualty was also someone’s personal loss, as I learnt in my first 
parish. 

Holsworthy Methodist Church 
Thursday Group 

Programme 2018/2019 
 

2018 
Nov 8th   “A JOURNEY WITH GOD”  Rev. Elizabeth Burke 
Nov 15th  “INTERESTING NEW IDEAS IN NORTH DEVON  Peter Christie 
Nov 29th   “A TALK”    Deacon Debbie Marsh 
Dec 13rd  “CHRISTMAS EVENING” 
 

All meetings at 7.30pm unless stated otherwise, for further details please contact Doreen 
Buckingham (Tel: 253462) 
 
Details of the 2019 meetings will be included when space permits. Editor. 
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A Holiday Destination for People Living with Disability  
 
Editor:  We recently received information about the Lions Holiday 
Home in Ilfracombe.  If you would like more information please visit 

their website at:      www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/ilfracombe/ 
 

The Holiday Home has recently undergone modernisation and continues to 
provide high quality accommodation for people living with disability, their 
friends and family. 

 
The chalet is in a quiet, sunny location 
and close to a tranquil water feature 
that is often home to visiting wildlife.  
Ilfracombe and District Lions Club 
have been providing a high quality 
holiday accommodation at the Golden 
Coast Holiday Park for over 20 years. 
We are extremely grateful to the 

Lancaster family, parks owners, for donating the chalet and giving our 
guests the opportunity to use all the fantastic facilities at the Golden Coast 
and other Woolacombe Bay Holiday Parks.  

 
The harbour town of Ilfracombe is 
just 4 miles away. There is a 
bustling high street, renown for 
the number of independent 
shops, cafes, pubs and 
restaurants. Attractions include a 
museum, aquarium and the world 
famous Verity designed and given 
to the town by Damien Hirst.  
The site is well served by the Woolacombe Bay bus and public transport to 
Barnstaple, Ilfracombe and the surrounding area. 
 
Special points of interest:  
 
Equipped for people with disability. Suitable for families of all ages. 

Chalet style accommodation.  En-suite and walk in bathroom. 

Close to all attractions.  Open February to October. 
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The Puzzle Pages November 2018 Crossword 
(The solution to this crossword puzzle can be found on page 27) 

 Across 
1  and 20 Down Lord of all 
..., Lord of all..., whose 
trust, ever child-like, no 
cares could destroy (11,3) 
9  Moses' question to a 
fighting Hebrew labourer: 
Why are you ... your fellow 
Hebrew? (Exodus 2:13) (7) 
10 Acclaimed cellist who 
contracted multiple 
sclerosis at the height of 
her fame, Jacqueline ...(2,3) 
11 At even ... the sun was 
set, the sick, O Lord, 
around thee lay (3) 
13 A descendant of Gad 

(Numbers 26:16) (4) 
16 Do not leave Jerusalem, but ... for the gift my Father promised 
   (Acts 1:4) (4) 
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6) 
18 Peter's response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: We must ...God rather than 
men! (Acts 5:29) (4) 
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, ...  Eareckson Tada (4) 
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6) 
22 Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat ... 
...(Matthew 13:2) (2,2) 
23 Infectious tropical disease (4) 
25 Tree (3) 
28 No fear of me should ... you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you(Job 33:7) 
(5) 
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7) 
30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church's calendar (11) 
 
Down 
2 O Jerusalem, how ... I have longed to gather your children together (Matthew 
23:37) (5) 
3  Way out (4) 
4  Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4) 
5  Done (anag.) (4) 
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6  Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7) 
7  Concerning the study of God (11) 
8  Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11) 
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6) 
14 Frozen (3) 
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6) 
19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7) 
20 See 1 Across 
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5) 
25 Time (anag.) (4) 
26 Lists choice of meals (4) 
27 For the wages of sin is death, but the ... of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
(Romans 6:23) (4) 
 
November 2018 Sudoku (Solution on page 28)  

 
November 2018 Maze  
Start at the centre and exit at the top 

Smile Lines 
 
Worried son 
As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald’s one day, we passed a 
car accident. Usually when we see something terrible like that, we say a prayer for 
whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son, ‘We should pray.’ 
From the back seat I heard his earnest voice: ‘Dear God, please don’t let those cars 
block the entrance to McDonald’s.’ 



 

 26 

  
 

Holsworthy Church 
New Bellringers 

 
Are you interested in ringing 

Holsworthy Church Bells? 
We would love to meet you and 
teach you the skill of ringing. 

 
 

If you are interested  
please Contact  

The Tower Captain: 
Mr Ralph Chapman 

01409 253040 
 

		



 

 27 

November 2018 Crossword Solution 
ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni. 
16. Wait. 17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23, 
Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide. 
 
DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7, 
Theological. 8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19, 
Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift. 
 
Some Useful Numbers 
Holsworthy Benefice Priest-in-Charge:  
Mother Elizabeth Burke, The Rectory, Bodmin Street, Holsworthy, EX22 6BH 
elizabethmaburke*icloud.com  01409 255490 or 07990 978485  
 
Primary School   253700 
Holsworthy Community  College   253430 
Library   253514 
Health Centre   253692 
Sports Hall   254013 
Holsworthy Visitor Centre   254185 
Brownies (M Galjardt)   254727 
Guides (Jane Crocombe)   211319 
Scouts (Cathy Withall)   254803 
Town Clerk            253312   
Memorial Hall   255450 
Holsworthy Play Group (Dawn Bewes)   253825       
Holsworthy Hospital   253424 
Boots the Chemist   255295 
Lloyds Pharmacy   253461 
Stagecoach South West    01392 42 77 11 
National Rail Enquiries    03457 48 49 50 
Rev’d Jane Lucas (Ashwater Benefice)  01409 211205 
Rev’d Kathy Roberts (Black Torrington Benefice)  01409 231279 
Rev’d Richard Freeman (Bradworthy Benefice)  01409 241315 
CAB (Citizen’s Advice Bureau)  02444 111 444  
(Weekdays 9.30 am – 4.00 pm) 
Samaritans  116 123 
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November 2018 Sudoku Solution 
 
Printed by: EASYPRINT (SW) Ltd  
Unit 1 Red Post Workshops  
Red Post  
Bude 
Cornwall 
EX23 9NW 
Email  info*easyprintbude.co.uk 
Phone 01288 381700 
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Find us on Facebook 
 
 

 

Supporting our Advertisers 
The advertisers in this magazine cover the cost of production so that we are able to 
distribute it free of charge.  Whilst pleased to welcome advertisements, the PCC’s of 
the United Churches of the Holsworthy Benefice cannot offer endorsement of any 
specific advertiser or event. 
 
…but if you respond to one of our advertisers please tell them you saw their advert 
in our Benefice Magazine. 


